Recensie Amsterdam art, by Daniel R. Gould
WHAT YOU MISSED LAST WEEK

Sunday, 24/9 

Bel Etage exhibited an installation and objects by Jos Kaarsemaker. The installation consisted of linear aluminium framed rectangles with fabric stretched over sections. There was a juxtaposition in that the fabric was a red rose pattern and contrasted sharply with the plain clean aluminium. Smaller objects by the same artist were unusual. 

Erica Scheper is a good painter. She is from a small village about 25 kms north of Groningen. 

Perhaps the northern light has a direct influence on these haunting canvases. 

She makes use of conceptual redundancy; that is, repeating an image or form-think house or caravan-over and over. But it is the overall linear forms and subdued colors that get your attention. One piece has long stemmed flowers in the foreground and in the background-perhaps 500 to 1,000 metres away---is a series of village houses. The flowers, bright and colourful and the houses almost subliminal. 

Another one that I liked was a group of new houses-on a courtyard--at night, with lights on in four different windows. It reminded me of Edward Hopper's, "Early Sunday Morning," not only because of the light, but also the loneliness and melancholy so pronounced in his work. 

Then there is a black painting, well, almost completely black. We only perceive of the form because of backlight and then in a very subdued way. That's #22 (600 euro) and #23 (700 euro) is a series of rectangles (in the form of a large house) with bright pinks and rose colors.. They are as different as day and night. 

Smaller paintings for 300 euro and a top of 2,850 euro. Not bad, considering the work. 

Well, had enough of my words. Words and more words? Then let us get to the chase.... 

